
	

From the President 
Maria Grazia Maglione 

Dear TESOLers,  

It’s time to mark your calendar! 

We are very pleased to announce that 
TESOL Italy’s 47th National Convention 
titled ‘Promoting HOPE in ELT’ will be 
held virtually on 18-19 November 2022. 

Despite the critical situation we are living 
worldwide, this year’s online conference 
wants to provide a message of HOPE for 
the whole ELT community. HOPE is a 
powerful and meaningful word that can be 
helpful especially in times of adversity to 
face the new educational challenges posed 
by the increasingly complex international 
scenario, to understand, and analyze how 
global issues and core values can be 
addressed in English language teaching 
and what crucial role(s) teachers, and 
educators should play in promoting human 
rights and democratic ci t izenship 
education. 

By focusing on the thematic areas 
explained by the acronym HOPE: 

 Human Rights 
 Oracy Skills 
 Professional Development 
 Educational Values 

we would like to offer the participants a 
space for reflection and discussion on the 
importance of fostering human rights and 
democratic values in the classroom and 
developing learners’ critical thinking, 
social and oracy skills. Also, we will take 
some time to consider the difficulties some 
of our colleagues / affiliates / associates 
are experiencing in parts of the world due   
   continues on p. 4 
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The TESOL Italy Board are deeply concerned about the 
tragic events that are taking place in Ukraine. 

We fully support all the people in Ukraine and Ukrainians 
worldwide who are suffering at this time to whom we 
express our solidarity. 

We sincerely hope the situation can be resolved 
peacefully and as quickly as possible and that the 
bloodshed will stop.
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TESOL (Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages) Italy 
TESOL Italy, an affiliate of TESOL International, founded by Mary Finocchiaro, 
is a non-profit organization of teachers of English in Italy. Its purposes are to 
stimulate professional development, to disseminate information about research, 
books and other materials related to English, and strengthen instruction and 
research. TESOL Italy organizes a national convention every year . 
Members receive TESOL Italy Newsletter and Perspectives, the academic journal 
of the association. 
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Sarah M. Howell, Second Vice President, Patrizia Petruccetti, Office Assistant. 
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U.S. Embassy, Rome; M. Paola Pierini, Cultural Affairs Assistant, Public Affairs 
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Executive Committee: Alessandra Cannelli, Michael Joseph Ennis, Rosanna 
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Flynn (President 2005-08), Paola Grelli, Maria Gabriella Ianni, Annarosa Iraldo 
Invernizzi (President 1994-96), Lisa Kester-Dodgason, Lucilla Lopriore 
(President 1996-98), Jordan Lupo, Maria Rosella Manni (President 2018-20), 
Paola Mirti (President 2016-18), Marina Morbiducci (President 2008-10), 
Carroll Mortera (President 2004-2005), Maria Antonietta Ortenzi, Franca Ricci 
Stephenson (President 1992-94), Elisabetta Vaccaro. 
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TESOL Italy’s mission is to develop 
the  expertise of those involved in 
teaching English to speakers of other 
languages, and to foster professional 
growth and active participation in 
language teaching. Its mission 
includes promoting community 
understanding of the role of language 
i n a p r o g r e s s i v e l y c h a n g i n g 
environment whi le respect ing 
individuals’ language rights.
To achieve this TESOL Italy

• encourages access to and standards 
for English language instruction, 
professional preparation, continuing 
education and student programs;

• l i n k s g r o u p s t o e n h a n c e 
communication among language 
specialists;

• produces high quality programs, 
services and products

• promotes advocacy to further the 
profession.
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From the editor 

“The Futures of Education: Learning to be … Europeans” 

On 9 May 1950 Robert Schuman, in his famous declaration for the creation of a 
“European Coal and Steel Community”, affirmed: “World peace cannot be 
safeguarded without the making of creative efforts proportionate to the dangers which 
threaten it.” 
The Schuman Declaration imagined lasting peace in Europe based on pooling 
resources and sovereignty. Robert Schuman envisioned a Europe where citizens feel 
proudly European, a place where they can live, express themselves, work and dream 
freely, in diversity, inclusivity and harmony. He knew that we need to share the 
creative power of culture, the software of peace. Investing in culture in times like these 
is an investment in our common future based on solidarity. 
Promoting “HOPE in ELT”, discovering SEL (Social Emotional Learning), “Engaging 
Non-native Speakers in our Classroom”, promoting “Plurilingual, European and 
International Competences” through Plurilingual Diversity and education, is a way to  
invest in culture. 
Enjoy your reading. 

*TESOL Italy is a grass roots association that takes great pride in publishing contributions from teachers and 
professional from all sectors of the ELT community who would like to share their ideas and experiences of best 
practice. The contributions in this newsletter are published on an “as is” basis and TESOL Italy is not responsible for 
errors or omissions. 
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WebWatch 
by Esterina La Torre  

SEL 

Social and emotional learning (SEL) is the process through 
which children and adults understand and manage 
emotions, set and achieve positive goals, feel and show 
empathy for others, establish and maintain positive 
relationships, and make responsible decisions.  casel.org  

 During and after the pandemic it has often been stressed 
the importance of taking care of mental health teaching 
students some ways to cope with new problems, arisen 
with the lockdown and isolation due to the restrictions 
given by the new rules. In this sense SEL can be 
considered a new skill, it means learning to manage 
feelings and turn them into positive actions. The first thing 
teachers can do is to create a calm and regulated 
environment, teaching strategies on how to manage 
impulses, and discussing ways to resolve conflicts. It is also necessary to stress the importance of how to 
communicate clearly, listen well, cooperate with others, resist inappropriate social pressure and seek and 
offer help when needed. There are lots of activities that teachers can do, like: encouraging positive self-
talk, learning about student interests, inviting students to random acts of kindness, writing stories 
together, starting with morning questions or playing games. Let’s see what’s on the web about Social 
Emotional Learning and which activities are considered the most effective; here is a selection of sites:  

https://
calmingroom.scusd.edu

An online place for students, families and staff to find tools and strategies for 
managing emotions and feelings

https://sites.google.com/
scusd.edu/sel/home/
educator-resources?
authuser=0

Activities and lessons for teachers to support students in discussing their thoughts 
and feelings

https://sites.google.com/
scusd.edu/sel/home/
student-resources?
authuser=0

A variety of activities dedicated to students for elementary and secondary grade

https://ggie.berkeley.edu/
student-well-being/

Greater Good in Education. SEL skills help students put their character strengths 
into action and cultivate new ones.

https://library.ncu.edu/
c.php?
g=900418&p=6478438

Resources available in the NCU Library

https://calmingroom.scusd.edu/
https://sites.google.com/scusd.edu/sel/home/educator-resources?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/scusd.edu/sel/home/student-resources?authuser=0
https://ggie.berkeley.edu/student-well-being/
https://library.ncu.edu/c.php?g=900418&p=6478438
https://static.pbslearningmedia.org/media/media_files/8077fb59-a2ab-4182-a36c-cf62ac89a745/5a9640d7-23ef-4490-8e2c-a0f5e8b1c2a2.pdf
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Continues from p. 1 

From the President  

to crisis, disasters or conflicts and find a way to support them in a spirit of mutual cooperation. 
Furthermore, in the light of positive psychology, promoting HOPE in ELT means to encourage learners’ 
positive feelings – such as optimism, self-efficacy, self-esteem and hope for the future – and create an 
emotionally supportive environment in which they feel safe and motivated to engage and achieve 
educational success. 

Dealing with the themes of the HOPE acronym will also have a positive impact on ELT teachers’ 
professional development and growth giving participants opportunities to enhance their knowledge and 
expertise on current cultural and social issues, get informed and learn about the latest ELT trends and recent 
best practices as well as share ideas and resources on the Convention topics. 

Therefore, we HOPE you’ll join our 47th National Convention and also consider participating as speakers! 
Information about the plenary speakers and the convention programme coming soon…  
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http://www.eun.org/professional-development/academy 

Languages for life 

Language teaching and learning in the European programme for 
education, training, youth and sport 

Erasmus+ is the European Union (EU) programme for education, 
training, youth and sport (2014-2020) and an engine for language 
learning. The programme and its predecessors have supported millions of 
young people to work, train, volunteer and study abroad alongside 
speakers of different languages. Erasmus+ also helps organisations to 
improve language learning across Europe by working together and 
sharing innovation. 

Find out more: https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/ 

https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/
http://www.eun.org/professional-development/academy
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 Engaging Non-Native Language Speakers in Our Classroom 

The course is aimed at fostering plurilingual competences at 
school, enhancing the students’ home languages and plurilingual 
repertoire, as strongly recommended by the Common European 
Framework of Reference for languages, Companion Volume 
(2020) and by the Council Recommendation for a comprehensive 
approach to the teaching and learning of languages (2019). 
Example of methods, strategies and techniques, such as CLIL 
(Content and Language Integrated Learning) and the Healthy 
Linguistic Diet model by Dina Mehmedbegovic-Smith and 
Thomas Bak will be mentioned and referred to during the course. 

Target audience: Primary and secondary school language teachers as well as other subject teachers and 
trainers 

Learning objectives 

• How to broaden students’ linguistic experiences by fostering plurilingual competences at school 
• The Common European Framework of Reference for languages and the Council Recommendation for a 

comprehensive approach to the teaching and learning of languages 
• Methods, strategies and tools that help students build up a communicative approach 
• How to create a classroom environment where all languages interrelate and interact 

Schedule 

Module 1: "Monolingualism is a Curable 
Disease" - Anthony Mollica 

Module 2: Strategies and Methodologies for 
Plurilingualism 

Module 3: Final Assignment - Submission 
and Peer Assessment 

https://academy.europa.eu/courses/engaging-non-native-language-speakers-in-our-classroom 

https://academy.europa.eu/courses/engaging-non-native-language-speakers-in-our-classroom


	

7

A new column designed to act as a lens to magnify the 
research and innovation programmes, the news and 
events promoted by the European Commission, ’Horizon 
Europe’ continues with a new contribution by Germana 
Palumbo.
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CertiLingua 
Label of Excellence for Plurilingual, European and 

International Competences 

The CertiLingua Label of Excellence for Plurilingual, European and International Competences is an 
international programme based on standards and agreements defined by the ministries of education that have 
joined the International CertiLingua Network. It is awarded in addition to the national university entrance 
diplomas which remain a national responsibility. 

CertiLingua Label of Excellence for Plurilingual, European and International competences guides students 
towards linguistic and cultural pluralism and simultaneously assists them to develop the mobility they will 
need in shaping their personal and professional lives and for their further education. 

The CertiLingua Label of Excellence was initiated by North Rhine-Westphalia and the Netherlands, developed 
further with European partner countries and tested in a two year pilot phase, from 1st August 2007 till 31st July 
2009. The first candidates were awarded the label in summer 2008. Meanwhile more than 300 schools 
throughout Europe are participating at CertiLingua.
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The excellence label is 
awarded to pupi ls in 
addition to their university 
entrance diplomas on the 
condition that they have 
written and oral command 
of at least two foreign 
languages on level B2 of 
the Common European 
F r a m e w o r k f o r 
Languages,that they have 
successfully used at least 
one of these languages as 
their learning and working 
language in one or more 
CLIL courses, and that they 
have given evidence of their knowledge about Europe and their intercultural ability to act by their 
participation in a European / international cooperation project

In a standardized procedure CertiLingua certifies high levels of competence in two modern foreign 
languages, bilingual competences as well as the ability to act in a European or international context and is 
awarded to highly qualified students throughout Europe. The quality standards for CertiLingua were agreed 
upon in the International CertiLingua Network and guarantee comparability of the competences certified. 
Particularly gifted and studious pupils can thus receive an internationally transparent document verifying 
their outstanding linguistic, bilingual and international competence

Advantages of CertiLingua

• Promotion of plurilingualism, intercultural learning and international cooperation
• Promotion and expansion of existing binational agreements (e.g. AbiBac)
• Sustainable school development and a distinction for schools which demonstrate special attention to 

the fields of plurilingualism, linguistic expertise, bilingualism, European and international 
commitment and active citizenship (as demanded by the Council of Europe and the European 
Commission)

• Promotion of international cooperation between schools and ministries of education, and the mobility 
and integration of students, teachers and foreign language assistants

• Enhancing the attractiveness of state schools by extending foreign language teaching to cover other 
subjects, and by a high level of European and international orientation

Find out more: https://www.certilingua.net/ 

https://www.certilingua.net/
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International Journal of Business and Applied Social Sciences (IJBASS) 
E-ISSN: 2469-6501 VOL: 7, ISSUE: 10 October/2021 
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.33642/ijbass.v7n10p2 
  
  
Key Theoretical Principles to Implement the Student-Centered Learning and Teaching Process  
  
                                  Prof. Elena Intorcia and Prof. Erricoberto Pepicelli  
  
Department of Law, Economics, Management and Quantitative Methods (DEMM); Department of 
Engineering (DING), University of Sannio, Benevento, Italy.  
elenaint@unisannio.it, pepicelli@unisannio.it  
  
Abstract  
The starting point of this article is the United Nations Agenda 2030, an outstanding international project, with 
a special emphasis on Goal 4 that focuses on providing «Quality Education», an objective that the current 
global pandemic is making more and more challenging. All the educational agencies, putting academia first, 
should pursue the aims of Goal 4, setting up a well-established plan with clearly-stated objectives. Starting 
from the apparently controversial principle that «learning is impeded by teaching», some relevant pedagogical 
practices are examined, such as Retrieval Practice, CLIL and Microlanguages. Nevertheless, the core of this 
article deals with some pairs and triples of key theoretical principles, besides some basic theoretical areas, any 
educator should be familiar with and apply during her/his approach to the learning/teaching process.  

Keywords: UN Agenda 2030; Goal 4; learning; teaching; theoretical principles; theoretical areas. 

Studi di Glottodidattica 2022, 1, 74-86                                                                 ISSN: 1970-1861  
   
STUDENT-CENTERED LEARNING AND TEACHING PROCESS:  
TWO LECLESSES PLANS WITH PROCEDURES AND IMPLEMENTATION MODES  

  
Elena Intorcia 

University of Sannio, Benevento, Italy 
elenaint@unisannio.it 

  
Erricoberto Pepicelli 

University of Sannio, Benevento, Italy 
pepicelli@unisannio.it 

Abstract  
Drawing from the Routledge International Handbook of Student-centered Learning and Teaching (2021) and 
Bari’s Convention on Academic Didactic Innovation (2018), while bearing in mind the most relevant theories 
of modern pedagogy along with the consequent practical implementations of glottodidactics, this article 
focuses on the objectives of the EU program ET 2020.  
Great relevance is granted to the learning-teaching approach and the new roles of students and teachers, 
exemplified through a “lecless” sample plan with objectives, times, number and role of students involved, 
procedures and assessment. Some works presented by university students during their English classes are 
finally included.  

http://dx.doi.org/10.33642/ijbass.v7n10p2
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From linguistic diversity to plurilingual education: Guide for the development of 
language education policies in Europe 

2007. Jean-Claude Beacco, Michael Byram. 

 

Download it here

This Guide is intended for those who influence, formulate and 
implement language education policy at any level. It presents approaches 
to the development of policies rather than policies as such, and is 
designed to accommodate the needs of different education contexts. 

The aim of the Guide is to offer an analytical instrument which can serve 
as a reference document for the formulation or reorganisation of 
language teaching in member states. Its purpose is to provide a response 
to the need to formulate language policies to promote plurilingualism 
and diversification in a planned manner so that decisions are coherently 
linked. 

Accordingly, the Guide does not promote any particular language 
education policy but attempts to identify the challenges and possible 
responses in the light of common principles. It is intended for those who 
influence, formulate and implement language education policy at any 
level. It presents approaches to the development of policies rather than 
policies as such, and is designed to accommodate the needs of different 
education contexts. 
 

Structure of the Guide 

The Guide for the Development of Language Education Policies in Europe is organised in three parts: 

• analyses of current language education policies in Europe (common characteristics of member states 
policies and presentation of Council of Europe principles) ; 

• information required for the formulation of language education policies (methodologies for policy 
design, aspects/factors to be taken into account in decision making); 

• implementation of language education policies (guiding principles and policy options for deciders in 
providing diversification in choice of languages learned and in promoting the development of 
plurilingual competence; inventory of technical means and description of each ’solution’ with 
indicators of cost, lead in time, means, teacher training implications, administration etc.). 
 

https://rm.coe.int/CoERMPublicCommonSearchServices/DisplayDCTMContent?documentId=09000016802fc1c4
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TESOL Italy groups

 Si raccomanda a tutti i colleghi impegnati o che intendono 
impegnarsi nella costituzione di un gruppo provinciale 
TESOL Italy di inviare all’Executive Committee la seguente 
documentazione: 
1. Elenco nominativo degli iscritti (minimo cinque), con allegata fotocopia della ricevuta del relativo 

versamento sul c/c postale n. 15774003 intestato ad Associazione TESOL Italy, Via Boncompagni 2, 
00187 ROMA. 

2. Verbale dell’assemblea costitutiva del gruppo da cui risultino l’elezione e il nome di un Coordinatore. 
3. Programma delle attività che il gruppo intende svolgere nel corso dell’anno. 
4. L’Executive Committee, preso atto della documentazione prodotta dal gruppo, si riunisce per 

deliberarne il riconoscimento ed invia successivamente il testo della delibera al Coordinatore. 
Il Coordinatore del gruppo TESOL Italy rappresenta a tutti gli effetti l’Associazione nell’ambito della 
provincia in cui il gruppo svolge la sua attività ed è tenuto a presentare una relazione annuale in sede di 
National Committee. 
I membri del Consiglio di Presidenza e la Segreteria di TESOL Italy sono a disposizione per qualsiasi 
eventuale richiesta di ulteriori informazioni. 
La collega incaricata dall’Executive Committee del coordinamento nazionale dei gruppi è Maria Antonietta 
Ortenzi (e-mail: maortenzi@gmail.com).  

REQUISITI PER IL RICONOSCIMENTO
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